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Alliance with Egypt—Distrust in God
Isaiah 30-31 
___________________________________________________________________________
Notes 
I. Introduction This chapter opens with a rebuke to the Jewish people for soliciting help from Egypt against Assyria. This was considered as rebellion against God. Isaiah’s message is that their alliance with Egypt would profit them absolutely nothing. The closing verses of the chapter predicts the overthrow of the Assyrians by the Lord. The chapter also deals with the sins of the people. The sin of seeking help from man and to the duty of seeking help from God is universal. It is God’s purpose to illustrate the general principles involved that apply to every generation. 
II. Confidence in Man Versus Confidence in God (Isaiah 30-31) 
A. Woe to the Rebellious Children—A Foolish Mission (Isaiah 30:1-5) The rulers of Judah entered into an alliance with Pharaoh, King of Egypt, for they were certain that if mighty Egypt helped them, they could surely fend off the attacks of Sennacherib of Assyria. It was for this reason that the prophet Isaiah pronounced woe against them. Now the alliance or use of human means to deter the danger which threatened them was not, in and of itself, altogether wrong in God’s sight. How many of us could exist without making use of human and earthly means? However, we need to remember that as we make use of these means, they are but instruments in the hands of Him alone who is capable of taking those means and making them work to the praise of His glory. This is what the rulers of Judah forgot and entirely lost sight of. They trusted in Pharaoh. We are so prone to take counsel of ourselves, our understanding, our own desires, our conveniences, our passions, our interests, our appetites or our money. Or we take counsel of our friends, of our neighbors, of people we think will condone our rationalizations and of everyone except God. If one person doesn’t agree with us, we look for another to avoid believing God for the wisdom and guidance we need as well as a person-to-person relationship with Him. Why do we fail to take counsel of God? Our unwillingness can only come from unbelief. We lose sight of the Ruler and Lawgiver of the world, and are prone to worship whatever dazzles the senses and flatters our carnal nature. Another feature in the conduct of the princes of Judah deepened their sin. They were not only putting their trust in mere flesh and blood, which they had been forbidden to do, but the humans in which they were placing their trust were the Egyptians. Egypt had from the first been the enemy of the Israelites and of their God. Egypt was the source from which all manner of idolatrous abominations had integrated into Israel causing them to turn aside from the true and living God. God had called Israel out of Egypt. For these reasons, the Prophet cried, “Woe to the rebellious children,…who walk to go down to Egypt…therefore the strength of Pharaoh shall be your shame, And trust in the shadow of Egypt.” And he said, “the strength of Pharaoh Shall be your shame, And trust in the shadow of Egypt Shall be your humiliation.” How often are we tempted or how often is the church tempted to turn over to the world matters that should be solved in consultation with our God. 
B. Mission to Egypt Will Prove Futile (Isaiah 30:6-7) Isaiah describes the caravan of Jewish diplomats as they cross the Arabian desert on their way to Egypt. The caravan was loaded with many presents, a gesture of good will, to find favorable acceptance with the king of Egypt. The description of the journey given in the text indicates it was a very dangerous one through a land of trouble and anguish where lions lurk for prey. There were poisonous snakes, fiery flying serpents and vipers. Young donkeys and the camels carried the treasures “of a people who could not benefit them.” According to the historical chapters of Isaiah (36-37), we learn that Hezekiah received no help from Egypt. When he gave up his trust in the arm of flesh and made his appeal to God, when he spread before Him the blasphemous letter of Sennacherib of Assyria, then, and only then, was Isaiah commissioned by God to assure him of a miraculous deliverance. 
C. A Record for “Time to Come, Forever and Ever” (Isaiah 30:8-11) The failure of the treaty with Egypt was a lesson for the moment, but the perverseness of the people in despising God’s Word and rejecting His prophets was a solemn lesson for future generations. So deeply determined was this people to sin and be disobedient that they even tried to seduce the Lord’s prophets, exhorting them not to see the truth for themselves, but to speak to them only smooth and delusive words. They were annoyed with anyone who spoke against their sinful pursuits and pleasures. They were sure they were willing to risk the consequences of sin. They wanted to hear soothing lies; the truth was unwelcome. They were actually saying to the prophet many of the same things we hear today: “Be a good sport. Bug off. It’s no big deal. You don’t always need to be so honest. You aren’t running any big risks, I mean, everyone else is doing it. What’s God going to do, punish a whole nation? Fat chance. See, look at us, we’re fine. The sky hasn’t fallen on us, really there is nothing to fear! Just stop talking to us about the Holy One of Israel.” It is not pleasant to tell people what they don’t want to hear. It is easier to prophesy smooth things than to cry “repent or perish.” There are many beautiful things in the Bible—texts to last a lifetime that will not offend. Many yield to the temptation of a new theology to meet the demands of those to whom the cross is an offence. Some rationalize that if we are to teach a gospel that offends men, how are we to reach them or minister to them? The fact is that no preacher or teacher will ever in and of himself be able to draw sinners to Christ. It is “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.” (Zechariah 4:6). It is the man of God’s business to preach and teach the Word bravely and honestly, allowing the Holy Spirit to apply that Word to the hearts of people. We are to be faithful in preaching the Word; God’s part is the application. Faithfulness in planting is our part; fruitfulness and success is God’s. How many times we try to infringe on God’s part, and ministry ends in disappointment. It is an awesome responsibility to which the prophet is called in teaching God’s Word. 
D. The Bitter Fruit of Trusting in Egypt (Isaiah 30:12-14) Isaiah refused to cater to the bidding of the people for smooth words or to twist or cut the truth in half. Verse twelve mentions again the two predominate sins: the rejection of the Word of the Lord and trusting in oppression and perverseness (meaning the alliance with Egypt). Isaiah, uses an illustration to picture for them what they have become because of their sins. He depicts them as being like a high wall which now has a severe break. The wall may stand for a while but will crash to the ground at some point in time—perhaps at any moment. The alliance with Egypt caused the break. The prophet also uses the illustration of a broken earthen vessel, so broken that no part of it can be useful. What a picture of the end of Judah! 
E. The Source of Strength (Isaiah 30:15-17) “For thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel.” The titles of God, used here by the prophet, have a special forceful meaning. Judah’s turning to Egypt for help was a deliberate offensive act to the unchangeable Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel. It was a denial of every lesson taught by the plagues of Egypt, the Passover and the Exodus. It was during this time that this name was fully revealed. By rejecting the prophet’s warning, they virtually claimed to be wiser than God.The Lord, in spite of their sin, said to them “In returning (to Me) and rest (upon Me) you shall be saved; in quietness (as opposed to anxiety) and confidence (as opposed to unbelief and distrust) shall be your strength.” Salvation was to be obtained by returning and rest, by turning to God, by a true conversion. They were busy trying to save themselves, but this was not the way of deliverance. Deliverance would come to them through rest, in ceasing from human activity and a resting upon the grace of God. Salvation consists of victory over evil. It involves power to act like God’s children. God promised this power to Israel and a strength that would manifest itself over her enemies, but that power was to be found in quietness and in confidence, not in frenzied activities. A sad climax brings the verse to its conclusion, “But you would not.” Against God’s will, Israel said, “We will flee on horses…we will ride on the swift.” The path they had chosen in self-will, which they counted on to give them victory, had instead led to their destruction. To wait on the Lord is often harder than to work, and yet this is what God asks of us so many times. He shows us that the strength born of quiet trust is our only power. Victory can be gained in no other way. Much of Christian responsibility is not active bustling work, but quiet patient waiting. Verse 17 is a result of man’s scheming against God’s will. A conflict of forces is determined to end in confusion and destruction. This should serve as a beacon and an ensign for future generations. This extremity becomes God’s opportunity for mercy. 
F. A Waiting God and a Waiting People (Isaiah 30:18-26) Chapter 30 of Isaiah has given the message loud and clear of God’s displeasure with a rebellious, lying people—a people that would not hear the warning of the Lord through His prophet Isaiah. Because of their evil ways one could wonder if the Lord should cast them off forever. Why should He bother with a people who had made the choice to turn aside from Him and place their confidence in Egypt? It seems that the Lord was permitting them to give full expression to their rebellious spirit that they might learn from this experience the results of a misplaced trust. The Lord was waiting to be gracious. Sin and disobedience demonstrate the need for grace and thus becomes a reason for it. Many times the Lord permits us to go to the very end of our ropes, so to speak, that we might realize the depth to which sin will take us and that we have no power to save ourselves. The Lord waits to permit us to suffer some of the effects of our sin, to be made wise to the subtlety of Satan and the deception of his wily manner to destroy all that God intended for you and me. Yet another reason for the Lord’s waiting to be gracious is found in verse 19, “He will be very gracious to you at the sound of your cry.” He wanted the people to begin to pray. This is the turning point. The Lord is ever listening for the sinner’s repentant prayer. God in His love and mercy refrained from using the sword of justice, and although He would give them the bread of adversity and the water of affliction because of their sin and disobedience, He would not withhold instruction from them. They would continue to hear God’s warning with an invitation to come to Him. “This is the way, walk in it” is still God’s message of instruction through the Holy Spirit to men and women today. He waits and longs to do something for us. That inward force God has placed inside each of us is greater than anything visible. It is serious business and the most important matter in our lives. “Blessed are all they that wait for Him.” A waiting people: waiting for the tokens of His grace and for the fulfillment of His promises. In due season every promise will be kept. Remember that God’s time is the best time. With persistence and patience wait for God to answer prayer. He always does! The genuineness of Israel’s conversion would be evidenced by their casting off their idols as something to be abhorred. Whenever a work of God is done in the hearts of people it brings about change. Things once avoided or hated are now the most important and loved. There is a love for God, His Word and His house of worship to replace those things in our lives that were against Him. The idols of pleasure and sin are changed to a deeper and more meaningful love for family and the things of God. There is a concern for teaching children and training them in God’s Word. The word “transformation” is a good word to describe what takes place when we turn our lives over to God. In place of suffering and judgment, God’s people will experience rich blessings of a prosperous land. These gifts of God are given of His grace and mercy, not only to the remnant of Israel but to all who put their trust in the Lord today. Isaiah says, “Then He will give…” It is promise of a bountiful supply from God of the showers of dew and rain by which the earth will be made abundantly fruitful. This promise is given with reference to the casting away of their idols. Although there will be an abundance of food and water, first there will be a time of war and slaughter and then the blessings will come. He speaks of wars and calamities and with them the coming of peace and blessing. In all probability, the Assyrians are in the picture as are the forerunners of the judgment that must come in the last days. This could also refer to the period of blessing and peace that Messiah will bring. In the day when God binds up the breach of His people, the increase of light from the heavenly bodies will be great, even seven-fold more—the light of seven days compressed into one—the light of the moon becoming as that of the sun. The literal fulfillment of this brightness would be a calamity rather than a blessing; however, it is a blessing beyond compare when speaking of the light of His truth shining seven-fold so that all men are enlightened by it. The seven-fold sun is the expression of God Himself; the moon equalling the sun is the glory of the Lamb illuminating the Holy City. It is a vision of glory that really is beyond our comprehension. 
G. The Fall of Assyria—Victory over the Enemy (Isaiah 30:27-33) Isaiah here prophesies the fall of Assyria. Some think that Assyria could be representative of all the world powers at enmity with God, who will be destroyed in the last days. It is also an illustration of the deliverance of God’s prayerful, trusting people. What God did for Hezekiah and his people, He will do for all generations of His chosen people. The “name of the Lord” means His manifestations—God Himself as seen in His glory. The Lord is seen coming from afar burning with anger, His lips full of indignation and His tongue like a devouring fire. Who could stand before such consuming wrath? He comes forth to destroy the enemy of His people, the great Assyrian army. In the last days God’s wrath will be poured out upon Satan and all his followers and they will be consumed. His people will make their voices heard in songs of praise to God. He makes His voice heard in thunder and His arms seen in the flash of the lightning for the overwhelming of His enemies. Assyria is beaten down, never to rise again. The mention of Tophet is the first to appear in Scriptures. The prophet represents Tophet as a place prepared for burning and the destination of the body of the King of Assyria. This whole picture is a most solemn warning of the judgments to come on those who are enemies of God and His people of all generations, including the true body of believers today. Satan is the great foe of the church, and the destination of the body of the king of Assyria is figurative of his final destination. 
III. God Will Defend Judah without Human Aid (Isaiah 31:1-9) The scope of thought in this short chapter resembles that in chapter 30, omitting the detailed account of the sins of Judah. It begins with a woe on those who go to Egypt for help, declares this help to be weakness and that it will result in ruin. God will deliver His own people. This chapter also closes like the one before, with the illustrative account of the destruction of Assyria. Reliance upon Egypt was distrust in God. He would avenge Himself by destroying both Egypt and those who looked to them for help. In verses 4 and 5, His determination and ability to save those who confide in His protection are expressed by two comparisons. The people are invited to return to Him from every false dependence, human or idolatrous, for they will be compelled to do so, in shame, when they witness the destruction of their enemies.
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 Daily Bible Study Questions Workbook Note: Read notes and Scripture references before answering the questions. Some questions are for those more advanced in Bible study. Try to answer all questions, but don’t be discouraged if some seem a little hard. Unless otherwise instructed, use Bible only in answering questions. 
FIRST DAY: Read notes on Lesson 12. 
1. What illustration from the political horizon today could help us understand God’s objection to Israel putting their trust in Egypt? Why? 
2. Did you find something in the notes that should be a warning to us as individuals as well as a nation today? 
3. What comforting fact do we learn about God in this lesson? 
4. So many are caught up in a world of “frenzied activities” which result in exhaustion of physical and spiritual strength. What verse in the lesson gives a true source of strength? 
5. Three reasons are given in the notes as to why the Lord sometimes waits to be gracious to the sinful and disobedient. What are they? 
6. (a) What fact would be evidence of the genuineness of Israel’s conversion? (b) What may we learn from this? 
SECOND DAY: Read Isaiah 32:1-8. 
7. Following the last verses in chapter 31 of God’s judgment on the wicked (Assyria being representative of godless world powers), what encouragement and hope did Isaiah give to the people? 
8. From the description given of this king in verse two, what words would you use to describe Him? 
9. Because of Israel’s rejection of the Lord, what instruction was given Isaiah in chapter 6, verses 9-10? 
10. Now that the hardening is past and the judgments fulfilled as a result of His people turning away from the Lord and despising His Word, what contrast will there be under the reign of the righteous King? 
11. It is difficult to distinguish what people really are by outward appearance. When the King of Righteousness reigns, what will characterize people’s identity? 
THIRD AND FOURTH DAYS: Read Isaiah 32:9-20. 
12. (a) In chapter three of Isaiah, the prophet reproved the women for their vanity. What is he reproving them for in this 32nd chapter? (b) Look up the meaning of “complacency” in your dictionary. 
13. From our last week’s lesson and the warning from the prophet of impending judgment on those who reject the Lord and His Word and then a glimpse of the reign of righteousness, what basically would be Isaiah’s concern in addressing the women of Judah and Jerusalem? 
14. (a) What warnings did the prophet give to the women? (b) Should the situation have been serious enough to arouse them from their complacency? 
15. How extensive would the desolation of the land be? 
16. What will change or terminate the conditions in the land as described in verses 13 and 14? 
FIFTH AND SIXTH DAYS: Read Isaiah 33:1-24. 
17. Comparing Isaiah 30:19 with Isaiah 33:2, in what way do we find Isaiah practicing what he preached? 
18. What reason did Isaiah and the people have for crying out to the Lord? 
19. Is there a verse in the first twelve verses of chapter 33 that you could use if you were promoting the importance of Christian education in your church? 
20. The last verses of this 33rd chapter speaks of a redeemed people and their city Jerusalem delivered from the enemy. (a) What is said about the redeemed people? Give verses. (b) What is said about the city of Jerusalem? Give verses.
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